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with the complete Works of Frederic Bastiat^ just pub-
lished by Paillottet, through Guillaumin, in 1864.
In remembrance of this, Charles Gide, knowing my
fellow feelings towards Bastiat, gave me those seven
volumes at the end of February 1932, with the words:
"Souvenir of a long campaign," telling me he had often
consulted them, notably the Little Pamphlets (4th and
5th vols.) and the Economic Harmonies (6th vol.), which
are all scored with notes by Charles Gide, especially on
matters relating to value.
We may guess with what ardour this neophyte in
political economy, buried until then in a literature very
little to his taste, fell upon the famous "Petition of the
makers of candles, tapers, lamps, chandeliers, reflectors,
snuffers, extinguishers, and the producers of tallow, oil,
resin, alcohol, and generally of all that concerns lighting,"
the "Chinese Tale," the "Broken Window," "Choked
Rivers," the "Negative Railway," the "War against
Chairs of Political Economy," "What one sees and what
one doesn't see," the "Balance of Trade," etc.
In his History of Economic Doctrines^ after some criticisms
and reservations, Charles Gide says more particularly of
Bastiat, ". . . his moderation, his good sense, his clarity,
make an unforgettable impression. I do not know any
better book than his Harmonies and his Pamphlets to
recommend to anyone attacking for the first time the
study of economics." In short, the alert, soaring, pene-
trating and incisive writings of Frederic Bastiat bore
fruit, so much so that the youthful Fellow, from that
time on, became interested in economic and social
questions, with a view to teaching these subjects.
Charles Gide himself testifies to this in his First Notions
oj Political Economy. "I have the very distinct recollection
that it was the mystery of money, which, as a schoolboy,
first drew my attention to political economy. Steeped as
a child in fairy stories and knowing by heart the story of
Aladdin and his wonderful lamp which he had only to
rub to obtain all kinds of riches, I said to myself: but
with,money one may obtain all that the lamp gave—
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